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Instrument Description
The main function of the CO instrument is to provide continuous accurate measurements of carbon monoxide mixing ratio at the ARM SGP Central Facility (CF) 60-meter tower (36.607 °N, 97.489 °W, 314 meters above sea level). The essential feature of the control and data acquisition system is to record signals from a Thermo Electron 48C and periodically calibrate out zero and span drifts in the instrument using the combination of a CO scrubber and two concentrations of span gas (100 and 300 ppb CO in air). The system was deployed on May 25, 2005. Below is a list of main components used in the process of building the CO system: Thermo Electron Gas Analyzer Model 48C:
• Zero Noise: 5.0 ppb RMS (120-second averaging time)
• Zero Drift (24 hour): less than 100 ppb • Flow: 0.5 LPM
•
Step Response Time: 1 second (dependent on step request and conditions)
• Accuracy: ± 1.0% full scale
• Linearity: ± 0.5% full scale
• Repeatability: ± 0.2% full scale • Operating Dewpoint Temperature: -50°C  +60 °C (-76°F  +140 °F)
• Accuracy: ±3 °C (± 5.4 °F)
• Withstands condensation
Measurements Taken
Carbon monoxide mixing ratio in dry air.
Links to Definitions and Relevant Information
Data Object Description
Data are presented in two levels of processing: a1 and b1. Each level of processing has a corresponding filename. For more detailed information on processing, please see the Data Quality section. In summary:
• 'a1' files: sgpcoC1.a1.YYYYMMDD.HHMMSS.asc. First level of processing where raw data are time stamped every 5 seconds. "YYYYMMDD" denotes year, month, day of the file. "HHMMSS" denotes hour, minute, and second of the file. All data are in ASCII format.
• 'b1' files: sgpcoC1.b1.YYYYMMDD.HHMMSS.cdf. Second level of processing where data are quality-checked and corrections for offset and span are applied.
The variable for CO mixing ratio is named "co". Typical daytime values are 60 ppb <co< 600 ppb. The corresponding quality control variable is qc_co (dimensionless).
Data Ordering
CO data collected are distributed through the ARM Data Archive and are updated every month.
Data Plots
Data Quality
Data quality is evaluated by inspecting Quality Control (qc) flags and variables in the processed datastream and is achieved in two stages.
The first stage of the data processing reads in raw data files (a0) to produce intermediate a1 files. These a1 daily files contain time stamped 5-Hz data but are not yet corrected for sensor offset and drifts. It is also worth noting that from time to time the CO system has "hiccups" (mostly related to the Windows operating system), and a0 data contains truncated lines. These lines are purged during the a0 to a1 processing.
The second stage of data processing reads a1 files to calculate CO mixing ratios and associated qc flags (see Table 1 ). The processing flows as follow:
• Calculate average concentrations for each channel (sampled, zero, and span air).
• Correct for offset of the instrument.
• Find calibration data and correct for drifts.
• Write output file in netCDF format. Output files include quality control flags. Almost every variable 'x' is associated with a qc flag named 'qc_x'. The values of qc flags values and definitions are shown in Table 1 and Table 2 . 
Range
60 to 1000 ppb.
Accuracy
4 ppb.
Uncertainty
The CO system provides carbon monoxide mixing ratio in dry air in ppbv units. Uncertainty of the instrument is estimated to be on the order of 5 ppb.
Input Voltage
105-125 VAC, 60Hz.
Input Current
100 Watts.
Input Values
N/A
Output Values
Carbon monoxide mixing ratios 
Instrument/Measurement Theory
The Model 48C is based on the principle that carbon monoxide (CO) absorbs infrared radiation at a wavelength of 4.6 microns. Because infrared absorption is a non-linear measurement technique, it is necessary for the instrument electronics to transform the basic analyzer signal into a linear output. The Model 48C uses an exact calibration curve to accurately linearize the instrument output over any range up to a concentration of 10,000 ppm.
The sample is drawn into the Model 48C through the Sample bulkhead, as shown in Figure 2 . The sample flows through the optical bench. Radiation from an infrared source is chopped and then passed through a gas filter alternating between CO and N 2 . The radiation then passes through a narrow bandpass interference filter and enters the optical bench where absorption by the sample gas occurs. The infrared radiation then exits the optical bench and falls on an infrared detector. The CO gas filter acts to produce a reference beam that cannot be further attenuated by CO in the sample cell. The N 2 side of the filter wheel is transparent to the infrared radiation and therefore produces a measure beam that can be absorbed by CO in the cell. The chopped detector signal is modulated by the alternation between the two gas filters with an amplitude related to the concentration of CO in the sample cell. Other gases do not cause modulation of the detector signal, since they absorb the reference and measure beams equally. Thus, the GFC system responds specifically to CO concentrations.
Setup and Operation of Instrument
We measure one sample for 5 minutes at a time; the reported value is the average of the last 2 minutes. Every 6 hours, we run two calibration standards certified by the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) at approximately 100 and 300ppb. Sample CO concentration is calculated with the standards run before and after it.
Data from the CO Analyzer are transmitted to a personal computer (PC) located in an instrument shed at the base of the 60-m tower. The PC collects and stores the ASCII datastream from the gas analyzer using LABVIEW software. The raw data are transferred to LBNL, processed into the ARM Data Archive format, and inspected for problems on a daily basis. Processed files are sent to the ARM Data Archive using the Site Transfer Suite (STS) on a weekly basis.
Software
• LABVIEW (data acquisition)
• IDL (data processing)
Calibration
Samples are bracketed by two secondary calibration standards. These standards have been calibrated against two primary NOAA ESRL-certified standards. Concentrations of these primary standards are shown in Table 3 . 
Maintenance
ARM staff performs preventive maintenance checks weekly and post-preventive maintenance reports on the Internet. ARM carbon staff at LBNL checks these reports on a weekly basis. Instrument mentor Sébastien Biraud routinely views graphical displays produced at LBNL. The displays include graphs of CO concentrations, flow rate, pressure, automatic gain control, and dew point temperature.
